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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election of species I in the reply filed on 5/10/2006 is 
acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as 
an election without traverse (MPEP § 81 8.03(a)). 

Claims 7-10 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 
5/10/2006. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Page 8, line 21; page 12, line 4 and page 13, line 21: "operating member 
14" is incorrect. The operating member is referenced as 18. 
Page 14, line 28: "10" " is reference on drawing as "10' 
The reference number 52 is used on the drawing but not disclosed in the 

specification. Appropriate correction is required. 

* 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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3. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 2 recites, "operating member axis is spaced apart from the 
transmission..." which is not a further limitation of the independent claim (line 2). 
In claim 1, "...substantially parallel..." implies that the members are spaced 
apart. There is no further limitation in claim 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Tagawa (US Patent 5,315,891). 

Re elm 1, Tagawa ('891) discloses a bicycle shift control device 
comprising a base member (6) for attachment to the bicycle, an operating 
member (11) rotatably supported relative to the base member for rotating in first 
and second directions around an operating member axis (c 4, 1 16-25); a 
transmission control member (13) rotatably mounted relative to the base member 
for controlling the pulling and releasing of a transmission control element (c 5, 1 
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49-56) , wherein the transmission control member (13) rotates around a 
transmission control member axis that is substantially parallel to response to 
rotation of the operating member axis in operating member (1 1 , c 4, 57-65), and 
an intermediate member (23) that moves in a direction of an intermediate 
member axis in response to rotation of the operating member (11) , wherein the 
intermediate member includes an intermediate member detent (35, c 5, 1 1 1-20) 
for maintaining a rotational position of the operating member (11) and the 
transmission control member (13). 

Re elm 2, Tagawa ('891) discloses the operating member (11) axis is 
spaced apart from the transmission control member (13) axis (see figure 4). 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Hanatani (US Patent Application 2002/0128112). 

Re elm 1, Hanatani discloses a bicycle shift control device comprising 
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a base member (14) for attachment to the bicycle, an operating member (20) 
rotatably supported relative to the base member (14) for rotating in first and 
second directions around an operating member axis (p 2, 1 32-33); a transmission 
control member (46) rotatably mounted relative to the base member for 
controlling the pulling and releasing of a transmission control element (60) , 
wherein the transmission control member (46) rotates around a transmission 
control member axis that is substantially parallel to response to rotation of the 
operating member axis in operating member (see figure 2), and an intermediate 
member (44) that moves in a direction of an intermediate member axis in 
response to rotation of the operating member (20) , wherein the intermediate 
member includes an intermediate member detent (140 and 146) for maintaining 
a rotational position of the operating member (20) and the transmission control 
member (46). 

Re elm 2, Hanatani discloses the operating member (20) axis is spaced 
apart from the transmission control member (46) axis (see figure 4). 

Re elm 3, Hanatani discloses the operating member (20) axis is 
substantially coaxial with the intermediate member (44) axis (see figure 4). 

Re elm 4, Hanatani discloses the intermediate member (44) is 
substantially nonrotatable relative to the base member (14). 

Re elm 5, Hanatani discloses the operating member (20) includes a gear 
portion (130) that meshes with a gear portion of the transmission control 
member. 
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Re elm 6, Hanatani discloses the operating member (20) includes an 
operating member detent (132) that engages the intermediate member detent 
(142) for maintaining the rotational position of the operating member and the 
transmission control member (c 4, paragraph 56). 



Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure. Kageyama (US Patent 5,862,709) discloses a shift control 
device having a twist grip-operating member. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Kathleen Baldwin whose telephone number is 
571-272-8973. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on 571-272-6917. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



KB 5/16/06 
fa 



^ "ORICHARD RIDLEY 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



